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Criminal Offence of CheatingActus Reus

Mens-ReaCriminal Intertion362

Mens-Rea

“Most cases were not caught by the offence of cheatng which requires 

proof of intent to receive which proof is difficult if not impossible for 

prosecutors in many cases” 1 . 

1969Red Light

362

362

“whoever in fulfillment of an obligation or for consideration issues to any 

person a cheque which is dishonored by the drawee because: 

a) he hs insufficient funds with the drawee a the time the cheque is presented 

for payment, or 

b) he has insufficient funds with the drawee, and this fact is known to him or 

c) he has countermanded the payment of the cheque without a reasonable 

cause; or  

d) his credit, to his knowledge, is not available for payment; or 

e) he has intentionally drawn the cheque in such manner that the drawee 

refuses to honour it. Shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding seven years or with fine or with both”. 

Explanation: the term “drawee” includes a banker or any other person who 

carries wholly or in part the usiness of banking 2 . 

(B) 362
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357

(D)

A, by tendering in payment for an article acheque on a bank with which A 

keeps no money and by which A expects that the cheque will be dishonored, 

interntionally deceives Z and there by dishonestly induces Z to deliver the 

article not to pay for it A cheats. 

357

Mens-Rea(Aetus Reus)“The 

offence was held to be one of absolute responsibility and no question of Mens-
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